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Second album from low voltage improv power trio, this time on
the excellent Thrill...

Peter Marsh 2003-02-18

Trapist's debut album became one of my most played records of last year.At best a

minimal experience,it was a bit like Charlie Haden, Paul Motian and Ry Cooder

free improvising in a roomful of faulty electronic equipment while under mild

sedation.This time round, they're signed up to the consistently interesting Thrill

Jockey imprint - a move which might win them more of an audience. Let's hope so,

because this trio (are for my money) one of the most individual and rewarding

bands around at the moment.

Ballroom is a more expansive beast than its predecessor; the core

guitar/bass/drums line up has been augmented with lashings of plaintive analogue

synths, gobs of dirty digital distortions and unobtrusive studio trickery. The result is

aluscious, mobile soundscape, capable of ambient purr or abrasive

noisebursts.They groove more too, with drummer Martin Brandlmayr and double

bassist Joe Williamson locking into spare, insistent pulses. The feel is more

compositional, more structured than before.Whether that's a result of

predetermined structures or editing and overdubbing is neither here nor there, but

what Trapist have managed is the trick of sounding not really like anyone else but

themselves.

This is pretty much entirely down to the trio's feel for texture. Even at their most

frenetic, there's a real sense that every sound is worked on and thought about

before it's allowed to escape the instrument. Brandlmayr's gift for teasinga huge

range of textures from his kit is augmented by subtle electronic

shadings.Meanwhile Martin Siewert's deliberate, poised guitars (including some

delicious lap and pedal steel work) weave resonant, slightly mournful lines,

sometimes looped or fed through unstable treatments that threaten to rip his

thoughtful melodics apart.

Ballroom may be a cerebral experience, but there's a deep (but ungraspable)

emotional undertow beneath its shifting sonics. Poignant, confrontational, blissful

and at 48 minutes, too short...

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Licence. If you choose to use this

review on your site please link back to this page.

Comments

Sign in or register to comment.

There have been no comments made here yet.

1 Time Axis Manipulation
(Part 1)

2 Time Axis Manipulation
(Part 2)

3 Observations Took Place

4 The Meaning of Flowers

5 For All the Time Spent in
This Room

Thrill Jockey

Feb 17 2004 United States

CD thrill  141

Tracklistings come from MusicBrainz. You
can add or edit information about Ballroom
at musicbrainz.org. Find out more about our
use of this data, and also our policy on
profanity

QUICK FIND Enter an artist name ...

BBC Review

Tracks

Release Details

Label

Release Date Country

Format Catalogue No.

Music Home

Frequently Asked Questions

Developers

About the BBCBBC Help

Contact UsAccessibility Help

Terms of UseJobs

Privacy & Cookies

 © 2011

The BBC is not responsible for the

content of external sites. Read more.

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/reviews/mnhj#
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/faqs#why_is_this_a_beta
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/genres
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/reviews
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/news
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/bbcmusic/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/showcase
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/reviews
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/artists/c3a0c9f9-9362-4190-abe7-93000eefe9fb
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/reviewers/vbbd
http://purl.org/dc/dcmitype/Text
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://id.bbc.co.uk/users/login?target_resource=http%3A%2F%2Fidentity%2Fpolicies%2Fdna%2Fadult&ptrt=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fmusic%2Freviews%2Fmnhj%23comments
http://id.bbc.co.uk/users/register?target_resource=http%3A%2F%2Fidentity%2Fpolicies%2Fdna%2Fadult&ptrt=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fmusic%2Freviews%2Fmnhj%23comments
http://musicbrainz.org/
http://musicbrainz.org/release/1229f8f6-2cae-4763-8bd6-c2a337b895ac.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/faqs#what_is_musicbrainz
http://bbc.co.uk/music/faqs#why_does_the_bbc_allow_profanity
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/faqs
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/developers
http://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/help/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/feedback/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/jobs/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/links/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/reviews/mnhj#

